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Claims 


A. A communications network for connecting a number of nodes with a headend, 
the network comprising: 

two optical networks each comprising a plurality^ofsplitters or couplers serially 
connected by optical waveguides^sdch that an output port of one 
splitter/coupler is coupled t^affinput port of another splitter/coupler, and 
wherein an input opedfput for each said node is formed by a non-serially 
connected ipptfti or output port of a said splitter or coupler from each said 
opticaHietwork. 



A communications network as cl^hfieMjD-idaim- network 
comprises ajDlyraJtty-t5r^ for outgoing traffic and a 

j^mptementary plurality of serially connected couplers for incoming traffic. 


A communications Network as claii 
networks ^aiB^tereTTefworksT 



-"I wherein said optical 


A communications networiy^rCIaimed in 'claim 1 wherein the splitters and 
couplers are peigpdi^mterle^ving filters. 

A communications network as claimed in claim 4 wherein the filters are fu< 
fibre couplers. 


A communications network as claimed in claim 1 whece 
connected splitters or couplers are co-located 


two of said serially 


A communications network for connectij 
the network comprising: 


a number of nodes with a headend, 


two fibre networks each comprising a plurality of splitters or couplers serially 
connected by optic^Wibre such that an output port of one splitters/coupler is 
coupled to anjriput port of another splitter/coupler, and wherein an input or 
output foi>3 said node is formed by a non-serially connected input or output 
port-df a said splitter or coupler; 
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wherein the two optical networks together form a ring architecture. 

8. A method of operating a communications network fofxconnecting a number of 
nodes with a headend, the network comprising: 

two optical networks each comprising a okffality of splitters or couplers serially 
connected by optical waveguictes^ such that an output port of one 
splitter/coupler is coupled to an input port of another splitter/coupler, and 
wherein an input or outppt^for each said node is formed by a non-serially 
connected input or output port of a said splitter or coupler from each said 
optical network; said method comprising: 

routing traffkfoetween said headend and said nodes. 



